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members are liable for their acts like other officials;
but when an administrative cause is tried, the session
is public, the procedure is judicial, and the members
are protected like judges. The preponderance of
the lay element in the Kreisausschuss has prevented
bureaucratic routine, while the presence of the Land-
rath has preserved the interests of the state, and in
fact this body, which is certainly one of the most
characteristic features of the new system, is generally
considered one of the most successful.

Before turning to the Kreistag there is one officer
w^o mus^ ^e considered, because he is in
reality a member of the executive govern*
ment of the Kreis. This is the Amtsvorsteher or
Amtmann, whose authority extends over a district
comprising a number of communes, and containing
about fifteen hundred inhabitants. He occupies a
position similar to that of an English justice of the
peace (except that he has no strictly judicial func-
tions), for he administers the poor and health laws
and takes charge of the police, having under his orders
for this purpose the mayors of the communes. He is
appointed for six years from a list drawn up by the
Kreistag, and is under the supervision of the Kreis-
ausschuss. The object of creating this office was to
take the control of the police out of the hands of the
hereditary magistrates and intrust it, not to the bu-
reaucracy, but to the better class of citizens selected
from the community at large; and hence the office is
compulsory and unpaid. Like the English justice of
the peace, the Amtsvorsteher is chosen as a rule from